The date was 23 February 1905. The aeroplane had yet to stay aloft more than a few minutes. 

The first motion picture theatre had not yet opened. 

Norway and Sweden were peacefully terminating their union.

On this particular day, a Chicago lawyer, Paul P. Harris, called three friends to a meeting. What he had in mind was a club that would kindle fellowship among members of the business community. It was an idea that grew from his desire to find within the large city, the kind of friendly spirit that he knew in the villages where he had grown up. 

The four businessmen didn't decide then and there to call themselves a Rotary club, but their get-together was in fact, the first meeting of the world's first Rotary club. As they continued to meet, adding others to the group, they rotated their meetings among the members' places of business, hence the name. 

Soon after the club name was agreed upon, one of the new members suggested a wagon wheel design as the club emblem. It was the precursor of the familiar cogwheel emblem now worn by Rotarians around the world. By the end of 1905, the club had 30 members.

Early in its history, the members of the first Rotary club realised that fellowship and mutual self-interest were not enough to keep a group of busy professionals meeting each week. Undertaking projects to improve the lives of others proved an even more powerful motivation. In 1907 the club adopted a practical community service project -- the installation of a public comfort station near the city hall in downtown Chicago. 

The spirit of friendship and service evolved quite naturally into a focus on helping to build goodwill and peace in the world.
Today, approximately 1.2 million Rotarians both men and women, belong to more than 32,000 clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical areas. The organisation provides service, encourages high ethical standards in vocations, and helps build goodwill and peace in the world. And our club has been a very active participant for some 47 years.

Please be upstanding and join me in a Toast.

