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This week 

Peter Tang 

The Pilgrim’s Tale 
The Camino de Santiago, 
also known by the English 
names Way of St. James 
and Route of Santiago de 
Compostela, is the name of any of the pilgrimage routes 
(most commonly the Camino Francés or French route) to 
the shrine of the apostle St. James the Great in 
the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in north-
western Spain, where tradition has it that the remains of 
the saint are buried.  

The Way of St. James was one of the most im-
portant Christian pilgrimages during the Middle Ag-
es. Many take up this route as a form of spiritual path or 
retreat, for their spiritual growth. Brazilian author Paulo 
Coelho wrote the book The Diary of a Magus 
(Magician) or The Pilgrimage based on his own experi-
ence along this way.  

Soon after retiring last year, Peter Tang walked the 
Camino, partly to raise funds for the Cancer Council of 
NSW. His talk will cover his experience of the pilgrimage, 
the sights he saw and the people he encountered. 

Last meeting’s guests & announce-
ments 
Vice-President John welcomed Jane Hickson, Geny 
Leal, Cristina Tilston, Helen Egan, Patsy Hungerford, 
Anne Maslen and Judy Timms. 

Peter Kipps 
reported in 
relation the 
Bobbin Head 
Cycle Classic 
2015: 

 Rider registrations are coming in a little slower than last 
year, but are expected to exceed total registrations in 
2014; 

 Bicycle NSW is marketing the event to its 20,000 mem-
bers; 

 200 repeat registrations have been received and 60 
each sourced from social media and printed flyers; and 

 Our club members are actively marketing to bike shops, 
with banners, trailer signs and other methods. 

Vice-President John: 

 Asked for the loan of trailers to hold advertising signs 
for the Bobbin Head Cycle Classic;  

 Said that the company that provided drink stops very 
efficiently has been re-engaged; 

 Enlisted Caroline Jones to manage our club’s volun-
teers;  

 Said that our club must provide 60 volunteers; and 

 Announced that there is an extra ride this year, all 
rides will start in a one hour period and each ride group 
will assemble in a separate area on the ovals. 

Graham Timms enlisted Bob Ivey and Rob Hall to as-
sist with the ‘executive’ BBQ for corporate teams, which 
will be licensed to serve alcohol. 

Ross Egan confirmed the arrangements for the club’s 
fundraising showing of The Second Best Exotic Marigold 

Hotel, as below. 

 Date: Monday, 2 March 

 Venue: Roseville Cinema 

 Film starts: 8 pm 



 

 

 Duration: 122 minutes 

 Sandwiches/snacks from 6.30 pm 

 Drinks at bar prices 

 206 seats to fill - each member asked to fill at least 6 

 Tickets: $25 per person 

 Proceeds to PolioPlus 

Graham Timms reported recent newspaper publicity 
about the club and its activities, which resulted in 3 en-
quiries to the club. 

Australia Day honours 
Congratulations to Annabelle 
Chauncy and Dave Everett, 
founding directors of the 
School For Life Foundation, 
each of whom was awarded 
the Medal of the Order of Aus-
tralia (OAM) on Australia Day. 
It’s a wonderful recognition of 
their imagination, determina-
tion, hard work and success in 
creating an education facility 
that is already making a huge 
positive impact on the lives of 
the people of Katuuso, Uganda 
(with construction of a second 
facility already under way). 

Vale Richard Stanton 
Condolences to President Tony and his daughter, Sonia, 
and granddaughters Emma and Julia on the death of 
Sonia’s husband and the girls’ father, Richard Stanton, as 
a result of a cycling accident. Richard was a member of 
our club until his job in forestry took him to Canberra in 
1999. 

The woman charged with murder of 
her wife 

On Monday, 23 February we will have a 
meeting that puts ABC crime dramas in 
the shade.  

A story, grippingly told by Mark 
Tedeschi AM QC, barrister and Senior 
Crown Prosecutor, features a woman 
who lived as a man, murder, media 
mayhem and nearby Lane Cove River 
Park as a part of the crime scene.  

And there’s more - the meeting will be a joint meeting 
with our neighbours at Killara Golf Club, Lindfield Rotary 
Club.  

As a special treat, there will be a special menu for the 
evening. Partners, family, friends and potential Rotarians 
are invited and you are encouraged to bring them to hear 
the story of these strange goings on in the flapping 20’s.  
You will need to book them in early for this meeting. 

Mark the date in your calendar and be alert but not 
alarmed. There will be more clues as the date approach-
es.  

And if you want to read the evidence before the trial be-
gins, look for “Eugenia”, shortlisted in 2013 as a finalist in 
the Australian Book Industry Awards and the Australian 
Crime Writers Association Ned Kelly Awards. 

Rotary Australia World Community 
Service 
You are invited to join the next 
RAWCS Eastern region meeting to 
be held in Tamworth on Saturday 14 
& Sunday 15 February, hosted by 
District 9650. If you have an interest 
in International Service you should 
put these dates on your calendar.  
See full details on the attached flyer 
(later in this edition of Koongga - Ed). 

Theo Glockemann 
Rotary Club of Pennant Hills 
International Director & RAWCS Coordinator 
Rotary District 9685 
Mobile 0438 298 223 
internationalservice@rotarydistrict9685.org.au 

ANZAC Centenary Garden 
As part of the ANZAC Centenary 
commemoration events being 
planned for 2015 Concord Repatria-
tion General Hospital would like to 
create a respectful, elegant garden 
space in the grounds at the entrance 
to the hospital. This would make a 
huge impact on the wellbeing of peo-
ple visiting their loved ones at “The 
Repat”. Waiting time is always tense and intolerable 
at times and somewhere pleasant will make such a differ-
ence. 

At present there is a flagpole, a rose garden bed with a 
couple of plants and four very old seats. 

The Rotary Club of Sydney Inner West is working with 
Concord Repat. General Hospital. So far they have three 
seats donated by different Rotary clubs but need the 
fourth seat and money to buy plants and plaques. 

A company will donate a large piece of sandstone upon 
which to mount a 30cm metal Rotary Wheel and a metal 
plaque etched with the names of the contributing Rotary 
Clubs. This will be positioned somewhere in the new gar-
den. Also a small Rotary wheel and a little plaque will be 
attached to each seat, listing the donor clubs.  

The cost of each seat is $2,650 

Please be part of this great event. You could share the 
cost with a neighboring club. However, all donations, of 
any amount, will be greatly appreciated. 

A dedication of the Centenary Garden will be on Wednes-
day 22nd April 2015 and invitations will be forwarded 
to all who have helped create this long overdue peaceful 
space. 

For more information please contact: 

Karen Rivers  
Rotary Club Sydney Inner West  
jayka@bigpond.com 0411 241 582/9787 2241  

Marilyn Mercer PDG 
Rotary E-Club of Greater Sydney 
Community Service Chair 2014-15 
Rotary District 9685 
Tel 9652 0148 
communityservice@rotarydistrict9685.org.au 

mailto:internationalservice@rotarydistrict9685.org.au
mailto:jayka@bigpond.com
mailto:communityservice@rotarydistrict9685.org.au


 

 

Reader’s correspondence 
I would keep Graham whatshisname on. He tells a great 
story (about champagne - Ed). I get tired just reading 
some of the exploits of you people and the Koongga is a 
treat.    

Brian Jessep 

Many thanks, Brian. 

We are planning to keep President-Elect Whatshisname 
on – at least until he’s served as President and Immedi-
ate Past President! His biography starts with a period 
which he says resulted in him becoming a failed journal-
ist. (Koongga will take anyone it can get!) 

Michael Tyler 
Bulletin Editor 

St Ives Food & Wine Festival 
The Rotary Club of St Ives will be host-

ing the St Ives Food and Wine Festival 
on Sunday 1 March at the St Ives Vil-

lage Green. It is the club’s major fund 
raising event for 2015. 

It will be a fun day for all the family. 

There will be 84 stalls; 32 offering a 
wide range of international food, 20 leading wineries 

from the Hunter, Mudgee and Orange and 32 lifestyle 
boutiques with jewellery, clothing, toys, cosmetics etc. 

There will be 5 rides and face painting for children, sev-
eral school bands, jazz and rock bands and a choir. Dis-

trict Governor Ian Scott and Jennifer Scott have kindly 

agreed to be among the special guests. 

The Club would like to invite all Rotarians and their fami-

lies and friends to come to this festival. 

Our Gold Sponsor, Romeo’s Supa IGA at St Ives, has do-

nated a voucher for $5,000 worth of groceries and wines 

as the first prize in the Festival’s raffle. There are also 15 
other excellent raffle prizes. Raffle tickets can be bought 

from the club by contacting me or any other club mem-
ber or purchased on the day, tickets are $5 or three for 

$10. 

Please see the festival’s website and Facebook page for 
further details. A flyer about the event is attached (later 
in this Koongga – Ed). The festival website is at: 
www.stivesfoodandwine   

The festival Facebook page is at: https://
www.facebook.com/stivesfoodandwinefestival?ref=hl 

Please ‘Like’ us on Facebook and let your friends and 

family know about the event. 

We hope you can join us and look forward to seeing you 

on Sunday 1 March. 

On behalf of the Rotary Club of St Ives. 

Judy Gordon 

Secretary 

Cross Egypt Challenge 
Dear Rotarian friends around the world, 

The Rotary Club of Alexandria Cosmopolitan - District 
2451 – Egypt is happy to invite you and your prestigious 
and respectful club to learn more about and share our 
Rotary organized initiative, "Cross Egypt Challenge" that 

aims to promote tourism to Egypt and world understand-
ing. 

Cross Egypt Challenge is a series of international cross-
country motorcycle and scooter rallies conducted 
throughout one of the most mysterious and fascinating 
countries of the world, Egypt. Participation is not only 
open to professional athletes and riders, but also open to 
average riders and their accompanying spouses or 
friends from around the globe. 

The series started in 2011 and the first season was a 9 
days rally from the shores of the Mediterranean Sea in 
the North of Egypt to the temple of Abu Simbel, on the 
southern borders of Egypt for a total distance of over 
1700 km. Both the following seasons witnessed different 
routes through the Nile Vally, Egyptian Eastern and 
Western deserts where the riders enjoyed riding between 
the most exotic oases of the Sahara. They also had par-
ticipants from over 28 different countries many of which 
were Rotarians and Rotaractors. 

Both the 2013 and 2014 season witnessed what we be-
lieve was the first ever arranged “Sahara Rotary Meet-
ings” where riding Rotarians along with Rotaracts from 
our organizing team from the 4 corners of the globe con-
ducted an official Rotary meeting in the Egyptian Western 
Desert – please view attached image -, a practice that we 
will happily repeat and continue in each future season. 

The 2015 and the fifth anniversary season of Cross Egypt 
Challenge will start on October 23, 2015 and will last for 9 
days. This year, the challenge will include a fascinating 
and challenging route of 2,725 km that will begin from the 
Mediterranean's largest coastal city, Alexandria then pass 
through the Egyptian capital - Cairo - en route to the Red 
Sea's resort Sokhna before going South to visit the amaz-
ing resort cities of Sahl Hashish and  Marsa Alam on the 
Red Sea shore. The challenge will then cross the Egyp-
tian Eastern Desert to reach the Nile valley and visit the 
ancient city of Luxor, the world's largest open air muse-

http://www.stivesfoodandwine
https://site2.myemailanywhere.org/OWA/redir.aspx?C=gFeRA3qDCUG72oPa-QDdTIvbH1zVCNJIfQHIU9qIXx2pYruzlr-IKLGPgdaWJ5jz6ejxJg1HdC8.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fstivesfoodandwinefestival%3fref%3dhl
https://site2.myemailanywhere.org/OWA/redir.aspx?C=gFeRA3qDCUG72oPa-QDdTIvbH1zVCNJIfQHIU9qIXx2pYruzlr-IKLGPgdaWJ5jz6ejxJg1HdC8.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fstivesfoodandwinefestival%3fref%3dhl


 

 

um, and the capital of Ancient Egypt where the partici-
pants will spend two days in celebration for the rally's 5th 
anniversary. 

From Luxor the riders will head North west to explore 
some of the most fascinating oasis of the Egyptian Saha-
ra (desert). A total number of 3 oases will be explored on 
route before the final leg of the 2015 season of Cross 
Egypt Challenge takes place between Bahareya Oasis 
and Cairo to end the new season under the Great Pyra-
mids of Giza. 

Cross Egypt Challenge provides a very rewarding and 
challenging experience for participants from around the 
globe as it combines the best of adventure travels and 
extreme sports. The 2015 season will mark the fifth anni-
versary of our initiative, and a very special season with 
lots of celebrations is planned ahead. 

I invite you, your club and your members to support 

our initiative by: 

 Register for the rally, and ride or join one of your fellow 
riders in our chase vans this November in Egypt, and 
enjoy a once in a life-time experience  (a motorcycle 
and scooter rental option is available for international 
participants).   

 Share the news about Cross Egypt Challenge with your 
fellow members and invite interested Rotarians to ride 
in this season’s rally.   

 Spread the news out to your local community and local 
press to promote this Rotary initiatives, and the image 
of Rotary worldwide. 

For more information or to register, please visit our web-
site: www.CrossEgyptChallenge.com and LIKE our Face-
book page: www.facebook.com/CrossEgyptChallenge 

Direct link to the registration application is: 
www.crossegyptchallenge.com/registration.html  

We look forward to hearing back from you, welcoming 
you as a rider in Cross Egypt Challenge 2015 and host 
you in the third Sahara Rotary meeting. 

For any more information, please do not hesitate to con-
tact us.  

Rotary Club of Alexandria Cosmopolitan 
Rotary International – District 2451 
Alexandria, Egypt 
Phone: +20 (100) 721-0000 
Web: crossegyptchallenge.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/CrossEgyptChallenge 
Twitter: twitter.com/CrossEgypt 
YouTube: youtube.com/CrossEgyptChallenge 

Opera in The Arboretum 
Opera in the Arboretum is an 
open air festival of top Australian 
opera singers, held amongst the 
special ambience of the Crom-
melin Native Arboretum in Pearl 

Beach. ROMAC is one of the major beneficiaries The 
event is an initiative of the Rotary Club of Woy Woy and 
provides a premier cultural experience on the Central 
Coast showcasing the talents of some of Australia's most 
respected opera performers. 

This year’s Opera in the Arboreum, to be held on Satur-
day 28 March 2015, marks the tenth anniversary of the 
event and features four of Australia’s operatic superstars; 

Cheryl Barker, José Carbó, Louise Callinan and Rosario 
La Spina. 

Since 2006 Opera in the Arboretum has raised over 
$150,000 for a wide range of local charities and Rotary 
projects. This year one of the major beneficiaries will be 
ROMAC to help support medical treatment for children 
from developing countries in the form of life saving and/or 
dignity restoring surgery not accessible to them in their 
home country. ROMAC 9685 Chairman, Philip Smith, 
emphasises that the donation will go directly to the aid of 
kids in need and recommends the event is a must for the 
Opera buffs and others that simply want a unique and 
memorable experience in an idyllic setting . 

Last year was a sell-out and tickets are again selling fast 
for this year’s event. Further information and ticket details 
can be found on the Opera in the Arboretum website Link 
www.opera.pearl-beach.com 

Les Walsh 
Rotary Club of Chatswood 
Communications Director 
Rotary District 9685  
www.rotarydistrict9685.org.au 
Mobile 0413 807 118 
communications@rotarydistrict9685.org.au 

Golf for genetic research  
The Rotary Club of Pennant Hills proudly supports the 
Genetic Research Unit of Western Sydney at The Chil-
dren’s Hospital Westmead, which is presently engaged in 
research into Phenylketonuria (PKU) and other genetic 
disorders. PKU is a rare, inherited (genetic) metabolic 
disorder. All babies born in Australia undergo a compul-
sory blood screening after birth. This is done by way of a 
heel prick at 4 days of age. 

You can help raise funds for this vital research by partici-
pating in the club’s annual charity golf day on Tuesday, 
17 March. Full details are on the attached flyer (later in 
this Koongga – Ed.). 

Les Walsh 
Rotary Club of Chatswood 
Communications Director 
Rotary District 9685 
www.rotarydistrict9685.org.au 
Mobile 0413 807 118 
communications@rotarydistrict9685.org.au 

Last meeting - no bowling 
The previous week’s storms and rain on the day of the 
meeting prevented our members and guests from trying 

http://link.scsend.net/nTUd?recipient_id=14LDuczGeG8OHNWkZLXB4VTK6q0hoPpBXL
http://link.scsend.net/nTUe?recipient_id=14LDuczGeG8OHNWkZLXB4VTK6q0hoPpBXL
http://link.scsend.net/nTUf?recipient_id=14LDuczGeG8OHNWkZLXB4VTK6q0hoPpBXL
http://link.scsend.net/nTUd?recipient_id=14LDuczGeG8OHNWkZLXB4VTK6q0hoPpBXL
http://link.scsend.net/nTUe?recipient_id=14LDuczGeG8OHNWkZLXB4VTK6q0hoPpBXL
http://link.scsend.net/nTUg?recipient_id=14LDuczGeG8OHNWkZLXB4VTK6q0hoPpBXL
http://link.scsend.net/nTUh?recipient_id=14LDuczGeG8OHNWkZLXB4VTK6q0hoPpBXL
http://www.opera.pearl-beach.com
http://www.rotarydistrict9685.org.au
mailto:communications@rotarydistrict9685.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9685.org.au
mailto:communications@rotarydistrict9685.org.au


 

 

out Killara Golf Club’s bowling greens, so the club did 
what Rotarians always do in such a situation - had a 
barbeque. Was it the way that the chefs were dressed 
that startled or worried the diners so much? 

Rotary Leadership Institute courses 
Registration is open for the next series of Rotary Leader-
ship Institute courses. 

 Course 25 is on Sundays 21 June, 5 July & 19 July 

 Course 26 is on Saturdays 4 July, 1 August & 8 August 

The three part program starts at 8:30 for 9:00am and fin-
ishes around 3:30 in the afternoon.  Morning tea and 
lunch are provided. 

The course is held at the District 9685 office in 
Thornleigh. Certificates will be presented when the full 
course has been completed. 

You will be delighted to note that COTA has recently 
agreed to bear the full cost of $100 per attendee at the 
Rotary Leadership Institute as part of its training budget 
until further notice 

If you are an incoming or current President, Club Of-
ficer, or Assistant Governor, or if you simply want to 
learn more about Rotary, join this course - in the first 
instance by emailing Barry Philps on mobile 0419 415 
451 or email rli@rotarydistrict9685.org.au 

Barry Philps - Rotary Club of Glenhaven 
RLI Convenor - Rotary District 9685 

www.rotarydistrict9685.org.au 
 

Rotaract talent show 
Hills Rotaract Club is organising an event called "Get 
Your RotarACT Together" which is a talent show, raising 
money for Australian Rotary Health and End Polio Now - 
two excellent causes! 
The event will take place on 28 February at Castle Hill 
High School Hall.  his is the first time the club has hosted 
an event as large as this and they are hoping to get a lot 
of support from all over District 9685! 
A flyer is attached with more information about the night 
(see later in this Koongga - Ed).  

Any enquiries direct to The Hills Rotaract club via the 
email: hillsrotaract@gmail.com 

http://www.rotarydistrict9685.org.au/SitePage/contacting-the-district-office
mailto:rli@rotarydistrict9685.org.au
http://www.rotarydistrict9685.org.au
mailto:hillsrotaract@gmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Club officers and committee chairmen 2014-15 

Board of directors  Service committee chairmen  

President Tony McClelland Club Service Joy Newling 

Vice President John Aitken  Vocational Service Michael Midlam  

President Elect Graham Timms Community Service Ross Lambert 

Secretary Geoff Hungerford International Service Roger Desmarchelier 

Treasurer Graham Maslen Youth Service [Vacant] 

Director - Membership Greg Newling Bobbin Head Cycle Classic Bob Elsworth 

Director - Public Relations Michael Midlam   

Director - Club Administration Joy Newling Sergeant-at-Arms Malcolm Braid 

Director - Service Projects John Aitken     

Director - Rotary Foundation Graham Timms   

Club committees 2014-15 

Administration: Joy Newling, Geoff Hungerford, Rob 
Hall, Graham Maslen, Michael Tyler (Koongga) 

Bobbin Head Cycle Classic: Bob Elsworth, Graham 
Timms, Tony McClelland, Ross Egan, John Aitken, Mi-
chael Midlam, Emyr Evans, Dilys Geddes, Geoff Hunger-
ford, Jack McCartney, Linda Lam-Rolfs 

Club History: Malcolm Braid, Tom Jackson   

Community: Ross Lambert, Michael Midlam (Bowel 
scan), Lou Coenen, Linda Lam-Rohlfs, Gary Dawson, 
Roger Desmarchelier, Chris Hoch (Red Shield), Caroline 
Jones, Nick Kenyon, Loïc Lacombe, Ross Egan (Daffodil 
Day)  

International: Roger Desmarchelier, Graham Maslen, 
David Forsythe, Peter Tang, Georgina Manning, Lindsay 
Forest, Loïc Lacombe, Emyr Evans, John Aitken  

Membership: Greg Newling 

Public Relations: Michael Midlam   

Rotary Foundation: Graham Timms, Peter Tang 

Vocational: Michael Midlam 

Youth: Joy Newling (acting), Bob Ivey, Malcolm Braid, 
Tom Jackson, Ted Price, Joyce Enos, Greg Goodman, 
Linda Lam-Rolfs, Jack McCartney 

Calendar of events 

February 9 Dr Michael Bendon - The Forgotten Flotilla; Deb Jordan - Rotary Youth Leadership Award 

 16 Pride of Workmanship Awards 

 23 Mark Tedeschi QC - ‘Eugenia’ - the life and trial of a woman charged with murder of her wife 

March 2 (Roseville Cinema) The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel (in aid of PolioPlus) 

 16 Bobbin Head Cycle Classic club briefing 

 29 (Sunday) Bobbin Head Cycle Classic 

April 6 Easter Monday – no meeting 

May 14 (Thursday) Fundraising night: Pymble Players: a Hercule Poirot whodunit  

 17 Meeting postponed 3 days 

 20 (Wednesday) Bobbin Head Cycle Classic presentation to charities 


